HUDDLE SUMMARY: May 22, 2026
m A gathering of Oregon nursing workforce

leaders to offer timely updates and share
F R I D AY H U D D I_ E insights from peers and stakeholders.
Convene » Connect » Collaborate L L L
NURSE WORKFORCE

Nurse Pay and Workforce Investment: Oregon now ranks number one nationally for nurse pay when adjusted for cost
of living, highlighting both competitive wages and relative affordability compared to other high-paying states. The
upcoming OCN wage survey will provide deeper insight into differences by setting, geography, and experience level.

Providence Health Plan Closure: Providence Health Plan, Oregon’s largest private insurer, will discontinue operations
at the end of the year. While Providence hospitals and nursing jobs are not affected, concern was raised about how
changes in insurance coverage could impact patient access to care and potentially increase strain on healthcare
systems if individuals delay treatment due to loss of coverage.

Al in Practice: Al is rapidly expanding into healthcare and nursing practice. Huddlers discussed Al-assisted
documentation, patient monitoring systems, virtual nursing tools, and concerns about the pace of implementation
compared to nurses’ preparedness and Al literacy- Al is already embedded in healthcare systems and workforce
infrastructure, yet there is not much guidance about its use. Concerns included ethics, patient trust, workforce
displacement, and the absence of nursing voices in broader Al development conversations. Despite uncertainty,
participants agreed that human connection and clinical judgment remain essential components of patient care. The
group explored the idea of creating an Oregon Al and Nursing Task Force to support literacy, resource-sharing, and
statewide dialogue around Al implementation in healthcare and education.

NURSE EDUCATION

Al Literacy in Nursing Education: Faculty and educators discussed the growing challenge of integrating Al into
nursing education while balancing concerns about academic integrity, ethical use, and student preparedness.
Participants noted that students are already using Al extensively for studying, personalized learning, and coursework
support, but there is uncertainty about best practices for teaching Al literacy and preparing students for Al-
integrated clinical environments. The group explored the idea of creating an Oregon Al and Nursing Task Force to
support literacy, resource-sharing, and statewide dialogue around Al implementation in healthcare and education.

Oregon VS Federal Loan Limits: Senator Jeff Merkley has introduced a bill to expand the definition of “professional
degrees” to include post-baccalaureate nursing degrees. Concurrently, Oregon has joined 23 other states to file a
lawsuit challenging the administration’s new loan limits on several nursing and healthcare degrees.

RESOURCES

2026 Nurse Preceptor Awards- Nominations Opening Soon! The call for organizational nominees will go out in early
June.

Al in Nursing Think Tank: The ANA put out a_report focused on Al, insisting that Al should support nursing- not
replacing it. The report identifies several major concerns, including overreliance on Al, unclear liability, bias, and a
lack of Al literacy in nursing education and practice.

Healthy Work Environments in Action Webinar: Join NWONL on June 16" to explore the implementation and impact
of the AACN Healthy Work Environments (HWE.)

m NEXT FRIDAY HUDDLE:
Friday, May 29th, at 8:00 a.m.
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https://www.oregoncenterfornursing.org/programs/friday-huddle/
https://www.oregoncenterfornursing.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpceyopz0qGdwHHFjmmhzPtAUys4VsdA1E#/registration
https://www.facebook.com/ORCenterforNursing/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/oregon-center-for-nursing/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/dhB5d5c8RKKxx3LzzfHBpg
https://brand.ana.org/s/2wrfjrh9xqm7bk67mmgfgspn
https://nwonl.nursingnetwork.com/nursing-events/152012-nwonl-june-ce-session-healthy-work-environments-in-action-a-seattle-children-s-implementation-study#!info
https://www.merkley.senate.gov/merkley-wicker-launch-bipartisan-effort-to-overturn-new-limits-on-student-loans-for-nurses/
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/19/nx-s1-5826688/lawsuit-student-loans-nursing-healthcare-graduate-degree
https://www.wweek.com/news/health/2026/05/20/oregon-again-tops-us-rankings-for-nurse-pay/
https://www.opb.org/article/2026/05/20/providence-oregon-health-hosital-medicaid-advantage-plan/
https://www.oregoncenterfornursing.org/
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