
Nursing Workforce
New RN Well-Being Project Website: This week, the Oregon Center for Nursing introduced
a new digital home for its RN Well-Being Project (RNWB). The new hub includes our next
phase of research, downloadable resources, and insights for both nurse leaders and
direct care employees. Learn more about the RNWB Project at
wellbeing.oregoncenterfornursing.org. 

Journal of Rural Health Seeks Abstracts: Have you been doing work on behalf of Oregon’s
veterans in rural communities? The Journal of Rural Health is accepting abstracts for an
upcoming special issue addressing rural U.S. military veteran healthcare and health
outcomes. Submissions are due by Wednesday, April 30.

Updates from the Oregon Legislature: Representative Travis Nelson joined this week’s
Friday Huddle and provided an impromptu update on this year’s Legislative session.
Trending topics amongst state leaders include transportation, education, and securing
financial support for these essential services. Several nurse-centric bills are also
circulating. Click here for the latest updates via the OCN Legislature Tracker.   

Tracking Impacts of Federal Reducations: Huddlers discussed the continued cuts to
Federal-level organizations and funding sources. Amidst ongoing changes, tools like the
Impact Project Map can help track affected departments and programming. For example,
the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) will be reconsolidated under
the Department of Health and Human Services. Loan repayment and support programs,
including Nurse Corps, are active now, but their long-term status is unknown. In addition,
the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) has prepared an online hub to
help nursing education professionals track potential changes to the Department of
Education and resources such as student loans. 

Utilizing Hospice and Palliative Care: Inspired by a wrap-around care program from the VA,
Huddlers discussed the current trends witnessed in Oregon’s hospice and palliative care
domain. According to one attendee, admissions to end-of-life care programs from acute
care are occurring very late, with patients averaging only seven days on hospice care.
Huddlers agreed it is hard to equate this trend to particular occurrences, but limited
staffing, for-profit business models, and delayed access to primary care might be possible
factors. We also discussed the importance of early conversations with patients and their
families about hospice and palliative care, despite the stigma around death and dying.
Direct care nurses also need appropriate support and education to advocate for patient
needs, including discussing necessary referrals with providers. 
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FRIDAY HUDDLE
A gathering of Oregon nursing workforce leaders to offer timely
updates and share insights from peers and stakeholders.

Next Friday Huddle:
Friday, April 11, at 8:00 a.m.
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