OREGON CONSORTIUM FOR NURSING EDUCATION

CONSORTIUM TRANSITION INFORMATION FOR ADVISORS/ADVISEES

New Nursing Education Consortium:  for students beginning college study in Fall 2005 or after:

Beginning in Fall 2005, nursing education in many programs in the state of Oregon will change dramatically.  Students who plan to enroll in a nursing program within the next two to four years will need to understand requirements that are in transition.  

Nine community college programs and the four campuses of Oregon Health & Science University have formed a consortium that will offer a shared curriculum.
 This new curriculum will be competency based and will offer the opportunity to obtain a baccalaureate degree, as well as the opportunity to complete an associate degree with eligibility for R.N. licensure en route to the baccalaureate.

The program leading to a Bachelor of Science with a major in nursing will be comprised of 12 academic quarters, 4 years of full-time study, or a total of 180 quarter credits divided as follows:

· 30 credits of general education and nursing prerequisites that must be completed prior to application and 15 credits of preparatory course work that must be taken prior to beginning courses in the nursing major.

· Approximately 45 credits of additional general education and required support  courses to be completed during the remaining 3 years.

· Approximately 90 credits of nursing courses.

Within any of the nine participating community colleges, students will be able to complete an Associate of Applied Science (AAS).    The program leading to the AAS  will require the same prerequisites and preparatory course work, and be equivalent to the first 5 quarters of baccalaureate program, and an additional quarter for a clinical intensive in a preceptored experience. The number of credits required for graduation with an AAS is 100-105 credits following application to the nursing program divided as follows:

· 15 credits of preparatory course work prior to beginning courses in the nursing major.

· Approximately 25 - 30 credits of additional general education and required support courses to be completed prior to graduation.

· Approximately 60 credits of nursing courses.

Students completing the AAS will meet the educational requirement to be eligible to sit for  the RN-licensure examination, and would complete one additional year of full-time study to earn the Bachelor of Science Degree.  

Nursing courses leading to the Bachelors’ degree will be offered on all 13 campuses of the consortium.   Lower division general education and required support courses can be completed at any Oregon community college, or campus of the Oregon University System, or transferred from another accredited college or university.  Upper division general education and required support courses can be completed on any campus of the Oregon University System or transferred from another accredited university.   Advisors will recommend course options within each geographic region that would both support the nursing curriculum and facilitate financial aid for those students who qualify for it.  

Transition Information for Community College Consortium Partners:

First wave schools (planning to implement the Consortium curriculum in fall 2006): 

Mt.Hood Community College is planning to implement the new curriculum in 2006.   Students planning to apply to the MHCC nursing program for admission in 2005 should complete the current MHCC prerequisites, which can be found at www.mhcc.edu/nursing or by calling 503-491-7113.  Students applying to MHCC for admission in or after 2006 should complete the consortium prerequisites listed on Attachment I.

Rogue Community College is planning to implement the new curriculum in 2006.    Students planning to apply to the RCC nursing program for admission in 2005 should complete the current RCC prerequisites, which can be found at  http://learn.roguecc.edu/AlliedHealth/Nursing/home.htm or by calling 541-956-7308.  Students applying to RCC for admission in or after 2006 should complete the consortium prerequisites listed on Attachment I.

Southwestern Oregon Community College is planning to implement the new curriculum in 2006.   Students planning to apply to the SOCC nursing program for admission in 2005 should complete the current SOCC prerequisites, which can be found at http://www.socc.edu/academics/AAS_nurse.html, or by calling 541-888-7443 or

541-888-7405.  Students applying to SOCC for admission in or after 2006 should complete the consortium prerequisites listed on Attachment I.

Umpqua Community College is planning to implement the new curriculum in 2006.    Students planning to apply to the UCC nursing program for admission in 2005 should complete the current UCC prerequisites, which can be found at www.umpqua.edu or by calling 541 440-4613.  Students applying to UCC for admission in or after 2006 should complete the consortium prerequisites listed on Attachment I.

Second wave schools (plan to implement the new curriculum in fall 2007 or later):

Blue Mountain Community College is planning to implement the new curriculum in 2007.  Students planning to apply to the BMCC nursing program for admission in 2005 or 2006 should complete the current BMCC prerequisites, which can be found on the Blue Mountain web site, or by calling their admissions or nursing program.  Students applying to BMCC for admission in or after 2007 should complete the consortium prerequisites listed on Attachment I.

Clackamas Community College is planning to implement the new curriculum in 2007.  Students planning to apply to the Clackamas nursing program for admission in 2005 or 2006 should complete the current Clackamas prerequisites, which can be found on the Clackamas web site or by calling their admissions or nursing program.  Students applying to Clackamas for admission in or after 2007 should complete the consortium prerequisites listed on Attachment I.

Lane Community College is planning to implement the new curriculum in 2007.   Students planning to apply to the LCC nursing program for admission in 2005 or 2006 should complete the current LCC prerequisites, which can be found at http://www.lanecc.edu/nursing or call 541- 463-5802 or 541-463-5635.  Students applying to LCC for admission in or after 2007 should complete the consortium prerequisites listed on Attachment I.

Treasure Valley Community College is planning to implement in 2008. Students planning to apply to the TVCC nursing program for admission in 2005, 2006 or 2007 should complete the current TVCC prerequisites, which can be found at http://www.tvcc.cc under “nursing” and click on “curricula”.  Students applying to TVCC for admission in or after 2008 should complete the consortium prerequisites listed on Attachment I.

Clatsop Community College is planning to implement the new curriculum in 2008. Students planning to apply to the Clatsop nursing program for admission in 2005, 2006 or 2007 should complete the current Clatsop prerequisites, which can be found at www.clatsopcollege.edu under “educational programs” click on “Associate of Applied Science,” click on “Nursing,” or by calling 503-338-2411 and ask for an application packet.   Students applying to Clatsop for admission in or after 2008 should complete the consortium prerequisites listed on Attachment I.

Additional transition information for OHSU: 

Oregon Health & Science University will offer its existing basic program for classes admitted now through fall of 2006 on each of its four campuses.   Contact OHSU advising office or web site (www.ohsu.edu ) for  the 93 credits of prerequisites for the current curriculum.  Students who plan to enroll in the nursing program as juniors in 2005 and 2006 should follow this prerequisite guide.  The last class of students in the existing OHSU curriculum will be admitted after completion of 90 credits of prerequisites and must graduate by spring 2008.   In addition, each of the four campuses of OHSU will admit a class of sophomores to the new consortium curriculum in fall 2006.  To be eligible for admission to this program, students must have completed at least 30 credits of prerequisites before application and the additional 15 credits of prerequisites before starting the program.  In summary, for fall 2006, OHSU will admit a class of juniors to the current curriculum (90 credits of prerequisites), and a class of sophomores to the new consortium curriculum (45 credits of prerequisites). 

Oregon Health & Science University will continue to offer its RN/BS program for students who hold current registered nurse licensure.  The program will continue in its present form with the last class graduating in spring 2008.  Students admitted to the RN/BS program between now and spring 2007 must complete degree requirements in the current curriculum by spring 2008.  Current nursing courses will no longer be offered after 2008.  Beginning in fall 2008, OHSU will offer a new RN/BS program for nurses who have already obtained an RN.  This program will parallel the new competency-based Consortium curriculum, including the same prerequisites, support courses and general education requirements.  As in the previous program, articulation agreements will be developed for students who have completed an associate degree in nursing prior to the availability of the consortium program and with Oregon programs that are not offering the Consortium curriculum.

Advice for students:

1. The following groups of students should be advised to take the current prerequisites for OHSU (contact OHSU advising office or web site www.ohsu.edu )

a. Students who are planning to apply to OHSU School of Nursing for admission prior to fall 2006;

b. Students who as of fall 2005 will have completed more than 45 hours of college credit and plan to enroll in full-time study during the 2005-06 academic year; 

c. Students enrolled in community college nursing programs who plan to take advantage of the current articulation agreements and enroll in OHSU RN/BS program and can complete by spring 2008;

d. RN students planning to apply to OHSU School of Nursing for admission no later than summer 2007 and who have an approved program of study projecting completion by spring 2008.

2. The following students should be advised to take the current prerequisites for the community college in which they are enrolled.

a. Students currently taking general education courses and planning to apply for admission to the nursing prior to fall 2006, at first wave schools (admission in 2006), and prior to fall 2007 at second wave schools (admission in 2007).

3. The following groups of students should be advised to take the new consortium prerequisites (attachment I).

a. Students with fewer than 45 credits, currently enrolled, part-time, and planning to apply for admission to nursing courses in one of the consortium schools for fall 2006 for first wave schools and for fall 2007 for second wave schools.

b. Students planning to apply to OHSU School of Nursing who cannot complete the current lower division prerequisites prior to summer 2006.

c. Students who have declared a nursing or pre-nursing major and are enrolling in college courses for the first time in fall 2005

The major differences between current programs and the new consortium program in credit and course requirements:

Current OHSU Bachelors Degree program:  90 credits of general education, 1 year of college chemistry, 1 year of anatomy and physiology, college algebra, microbiology, nutrition must be completed prior to beginning the upper division program.  No language requirement.  186 credits are required for graduation.

Current Associate Degree Programs:  prerequisites, general education and support courses and numbers of credits in nursing and required for graduation vary by college.  Generally some chemistry, anatomy and physiology, microbiology and nutrition are required in addition to nursing courses.  

OCNE program:  approximately 90 credits of non-nursing courses including anatomy and physiology, college math, additional science support courses to be determined, language proficiency equivalent to 2 years of high school or 2 terms of college level language, and lower and upper division general education.  Chemistry is no longer required as a prerequisite for nursing, but may be required prior to anatomy and physiology, nutrition or microbiology in some colleges.  45 credits must be completed prior to admission.  The remaining 45 credits are taken concurrent with nursing courses throughout the remaining 3 years of the program. 

ATTACHMENT I 

Prerequisite Requirements for Students Applying for Admission to a

Nursing Program in an OCNE Partner School 
Nursing Pre-requisites

Students are eligible to apply for admission to the nursing major after completion of 30 credits of courses from the following list.  The 30 credits must include at least Anatomy and Physiology I.  In addition, an applicant must have demonstrated the required Math competency.  Students who are selected for admission to the nursing program must complete the remaining credits to a total of 45 credits of prerequisites (by category as indicated) prior to entering nursing courses.  Application to the nursing program requires a minimum GPA of 2.75 for all completed prerequisites.

Anatomy and Physiology 12 credits: A full sequence of human anatomy and physiology with laboratory, inclusive of all body systems.  This sequence must be taken in its entirety.  The first term of A&P must be completed prior to application to the nursing program; the full sequence must be taken prior to the first nursing course.   Note: Chemistry or Biology may be required prior to the A&P sequence at some colleges/universities, please check individual college requirements.  

Nutrition 3 credits: Class should cover biological functions, dietary sources of essential nutrients and the relationship of diet to health.    

Written English/English Composition (WR 121 & 122 or equivalent) 6 credits:  Class should involve the development and support of ideas through the medium of written English.  Remedial English such as sentence structure and punctuation will not be accepted as sufficient to meet the prerequisite.  These courses are preparation for scientific or technical writing, which will be required later in the nursing program.  

Humanities, Social Science, or Natural Science 14 credits:  Selection of these electives may serve as a foundation for a focused area of study, and must include a minimum of at least six credits from the Social Sciences.  

Human Development 3 credits: The developmental process of human life covering the full life span.  Courses that cover only a part of the life span will not be accepted.  

Electives 7 credits:  to meet the minimum 45 credits required for entry to nursing school.  Electives may include math and foreign language, 100 level or higher, and may include the extra credits when a 4 or 5 credit course is taken to meet a 3 credit requirement.  .  

Required Competencies

Math 95 or higher: Competency for math 95 or above must be demonstrated prior to application to the nursing program. Competency may be demonstrated by a math placement test or by successful completion of Math 95 or higher.      Note: Math 95 credits are not applicable to credits for the Bachelor’s degree, however, Math courses that are 100 or higher may be included in the credits that are applied to the prerequisites and to the degree.  The student is advised to consider the prerequisite for Statistics, which will be required later in the nursing program, in choosing a math course, if needed for the admission prerequisite. 

Basic Computer Literacy: Students are advised that success in a nursing program requires that students be computer literate, including at least word processing, use of spreadsheets, and web searches.  In some colleges, computer proficiency is an admission requirement.   Even when it is not, students without computer experience should seek out opportunities for remediation in this competency prior to entering the nursing program.  

Foreign Language Proficiency Requirement:  Language proficiency is a baccalaureate graduation requirement that can be met by 1) two years of high school language, 2) two quarters of college level language, or 3) a language proficiency examination.   College level (100 and above) credits in the foreign languages count toward the 45 prerequisite credits as well as the associate degree and baccalaureate degree credits.  Neither high school nor proficiency examination as a means of meeting the language requirement, count in the credits for prerequisites or for the degree.  American Sign Language is an accepted language to meet this requirement.  

� Participating schools include Blue Mountain Community College in Pendleton, Clackamas Community  College in Portland/Oregon City, Mt. Hood Community College in Portland, Southwest Oregon Community College in Coos Bay, Rogue Community College in Grants Pass, Umpqua Community College in Roseberg, Treasure Valley Community College in Ontario, Clatsop Community College in Astoria, Lane Community College in Eugene and the four campuses of the Oregon Health Sciences University campuses in Ashland, Klamath Falls, La Grande and Portland. 
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